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ITS MISSION 



The Religious Society of Friends is so 
small a portion of the Church of Jesus Christ 
upon the earth that it becomes us to speak 
very modestly of her and her mission. But 
other and much larger branches of the 
Christian Church have recognized that she 
has had an important place in the body of 
Christ and has been instrumental in accom- 
plishing much good for mankind, and it is 
proper in speaking of her on this occasion 
that we should unite with modesty, perfect 
frankness. She has stood almost alone in 
the world in upholding portions of Gospel 
truth that she has believed to be clearly 
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taught in the Holy Scriptures and peculiarly 
important to Christian believers. She has 
not claimed to receive anything more than 
is given to others, but, having been enabled 
to see some precious truths in their simpli- 
city and beauty, she has felt it to be her duty 
to her Master and to those whom He has re- 
deemed to maintain them before the world. 
These have made her a peculiar people and 
have given character and direction to all her 
religious and philanthropic work. 

The key of her position as a separate branch 
of the Church is the great truth taught by 
our Saviour when He said : " If a man love 
me he will keep my words ; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him 
and make our abode with him." "I will 
pray the Father, and He shall give you 
another Comforter, that He may abide with 
you forever, even the Spirit of Truth; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know 
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« 

Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you. I will not leave you comfortless : I 
will come to you." This truth was strikingly 
emphasized by the Apostle Paul when he 
said to the Corinthians, " Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you ?" This is the most 
exalting truth ever announced to man as 
pertaining to his existence in this life. He 
who fails to know and realize it comes infi- 
nitely short of the glory God offers to him 
here. 

This was no new truth that George Fox an- 
nounced to the world. The Church knew of 
it theoretically, but it had been lost sight of 
as a practical reality. George Fox believed, 
and in his own experience found, that our 
Saviour's words were the clear and simple 
statement of a great reality, and that to 
every converted soul that completely sur- 
renders to the dominion of Christ He comes, 
by the Holy Spirit, to abide ; there, as faith 
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• 

and obedience keep pace with knowledge, 
ever to quicken with divine life, ever to feed 
with the bread of life, ever to refresh with 
the water of life, ever to enlighten of the 
divine will, ever to give the ability to resist 
temptation ; there to sanctify the believer 
and to qualify him for the Master's service. 
This baptism of the Holy Ghost is adminis- 
tered by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and 
is the great seal of Sonship with God. By 
this one truth all distinctive Quakerism is to 
be interpreted. 

The founders of the Religious Society of 
Friends, in laying this corner stone of a sepa- 
rate branch of the Church, fully accepted the 
foundation truths of Christianity. These 
were assumed as the common heritage of 
Christian believers and fully recognized as 
the basis of all truly organized Christian 
bodies. They assumed as matters not to be 
questioned the inspiration and authority of 
the Holy Scriptures, with all the teachings 
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of Christ, all that belonged to the cross and 
the tomb of Calvary and the triumphs of the 
Resurrection; all that belonged to the glories 
of the Ascension Day, and all that belongs to 
the presence of Christ at the right hand of 
God — His mediation and intercession. Faith 
in the crucified Saviour must precede faith in 
the ascended, living Saviour. All this was 
assumed, and they went to the Church and to 
the world with the message that the historic 
part of Christianity only produced its fruitage 
when the Kingdom of Christ was established 
in the soul, with the living King Himself 
abiding and reigning there. This message 
was gladly received by multitudes, and its 
truth, so long lost sight of, became a mighty 
power. 

While we clearly and emphatically state 
this position of the Society of Friends, we 
frankly admit that individual members, at 
various periods, have had their attention so 
absorbed with the distinguishing doctrines 



8 THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 

of the body as to have been led to ignore, in 
various degrees, the fundamental doctrines 
of the Church at large, resulting in great in- 
jury to themselves and many times bring-ing 
reproach upon the organization. But these 
individuals have never been the true repre- 
sentatives of the views of the body to which 
they have professed to belong. 

Filled with the realization of the indwell- 
ing of the Divine Presence with the soul, 
there followed the consciousness of a near- 
ness of touch and a closeness of relationship 
that is beyond the powers of human descrip- 
tion. By no possibility could any human 
being come between a believing soul and 
the High Priest of his salvation. Then it 
was seen that this had been prophesied to 
Israel on coming out of Egypt, " Ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation," and had been declared as having 
come to pass in the Book of Revelation — 
" He hath made us kings and priests unto 
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God and His Father." The doctrine of the 
high-priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the priesthood of all believers, who offer spi- 
ritual sacrifices and have free access to God 
through Him, without the intervention of 
any human instrumentality whatsoever, lies 
next to the corner stone of distinctive Qua- 
kerism. 

As there is nowhere in the New Testa- 
ment any recognition of classes or orders in 
the Church, no division of believers into 
clergy and laity, no mention of any profes- 
sion having any peculiar privileges or spe- 
cial authority, so Friends have never recog- 
nized any such. All were redeemed by the 
same precious blood, all have the gift of the 
same Holy Spirit, all are kings and priests 
unto  God. With this positive belief in the 
priesthood of believers there necessarily fol- 
lows a rejection of sacerdotalism in every 
form and in all of its various degrees. 

Very manifestly, these positions must con- 
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trol the practice of public worship ; for while 
" the first covenant had ordinances of divine 
service and a worldly sanctuary," the new 
covenant, in striking contrast thereto, has 
only the fundamental declaration, " the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth." The promise of Christ 
to be with those met in His name, the imme- 
diate and perceptible influence of the Holy 
Spirit in the heart of every consecrated be- 
liever, and a willingness on the part of the 
worshippers to obey the intimations of the 
Divine will, determine the character of pub- 
lic worship. All prostrated their spirits be- 
fore their King, ready to hear and obey His 
call. This had to begin in silence, as other- 
wise it could not be complete prostration. 
This silence continued so long as the Master 
of the assembly might determine, and this 
silence was broken by whomsoever He might 
select, and the service was such as He might 
command, whether it was prayer, or exhorta- 
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tion, or singing His praise, or reading or 
expounding the Scriptures. This idea of 
worship is the simplest and grandest ever 
practised since the gatherings of the early 
Church, and it is believed to be nearly iden- 
tical with that observed for two or more cen- 
turies after the Church's establishment. 

This idea admitted of no formal prear- 
rangement of services, nor of placing their 
conduct in the hands of any individual. Wor- 
ship does not depend upon the presence of 
any particular man or of any class or order 
of men, but upon the presence of Christ 
alone. This is the only body among organ- 
ized churches in existence that has main- 
tained the possibility of congregational 
worship without human leadership. Con- 
gregations are never called by the name of 
a man. Throughout the Old and New Cove- 
nants the congregation is always the congre- 
gation of the Lord. 

The diversity of spiritual gifts, clearly 
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taught in the Scriptures, has ever been rec- 
ognized by Friends, and all the members 
have been, and ever should be, encouraged 
to faithfulness in the exercise of such gifts 
as the Master has entrusted to them. When 
it becomes evident that a gift in the ministry 
has been conferred by the Head of the 
Church upon any member, such gift is offi- 
cially acknowledged by the organization. 
Such acknowledgment bears no relation 
whatever to so-called " ordination " and con- 
fers no special powers or authority. 

As Christ died for all; as the Holy Spirit 
visits all to convince and convict them of sin 
and to point them to the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sin of the world; as the 
Holy Spirit comes to dwell in the heart of 
every faithful believer; as spiritual gifts 
are conferred without human distinctions, 
Friends have ever recognized that there is 
neither male nor female in Christ Jesus, and 
the Church makes no distinction in religious 
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privileges, duties, or services because of 
sex. 

The reality of the gift and indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit has made the Friends affirm- 
ative and very positive and emphatic on the 
doctrine of baptism. No branch of the Chris- 
tian Church has ever held it more strongly. 
It admits of no question and tolerates no 
substitutes or compromises with material 
symbols. " The one effectual baptism of the 
Christian dispensation is that of Christ, who 
baptizes His people with the Holy Ghost." 
So also with the doctrine of the communion; 
Friends have been equally positive and em- 
phatic upon it. It, too, is real. It admits of 
no typqs, for these were all fulfilled in Christ. 
Now we have the reality of the fellowship of 
our crucified Lord and of the spiritual par- 
taking of His body and blood by faith. 

To this baptism and to this communion, 
and to these alone, Friends believe that the 
commands of the New Testament refer, ac- 
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cording to the declaration of our blessed 
Lord Himself : " It is the spirit that quick- 
eneth, the flesh profiteth nothing ; the words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit and 
they are life." 

The simplicity of these fundamental doc- 
trines of Quakerism explains why the pro- 
mulgation of an elaborate creed has been 
unnecessary. Friends have had no specula- 
tive theology. They have ever recognized 
that " secret things belong unto the Lord 
our God ; but those things which are re- 
vealed belong unto us and to our children 
forever." To attempt to explore beyond the 
horizon boundary of divine revelation always 
leads to confusion. 

With the consciousness of the immediate 
presence of the Deity, obedience to the di- 
vine commands contained in the Bible is not 
to be questioned. Friends have illustrated 
this very strikingly in the commands of 
Christ in reference to peace. These have 
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been obeyed in faith, not knowing, many 
times, where it would bring them. Nearly 
every section of the Christian Church has 
taken the liberty of not obeying Christ in 
this matter. The history of the Society of 
Friends on this subject is a unique history 
in the world, and the experiences of her 
members, as they have been brought into 
close trials for faithfulness, have given many 
bright illustrations of the Master's care for 
His obedient followers. So also with oaths. 
Friends respected the authority of Christ's 
commands, even when, in apparently small 
matters, in the early days of the Church, it 
was a sure road to loathsome prisons. 

As might be expected, the fundamental 
principle of distinctive Quakerism has deter- 
mined the direction and character of the 
Society's philanthropic work. It is scarcely 
necessary to refer to the Society's position in 
regard to slavery. Thomas Clarkson, in his 
early work on slavery, in speaking of the 
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origin of the anti-slavery movement, said : 
" What we have been compelled to prove to 
them by a long chain of evidence, that ne- 
groes have the same feelings and capacities 
as ourselves, the Friends have uniformly rep- 
resented as persons ransomed by one and 
the same Saviour, and as visited by the same 
light of salvation." Its opposition to sla- 
very has been upon the highest religious 
grounds. 

The earliest formal protest against the 
system of slavery in modern times was made 
by Friends near Philadelphia in 1688. The 
noted Pastorius was among the number. 
That movement was followed by official ac- 
tion in the various Yearly Meetings on this 
continent, until finally Friends were the first 
body of Christians in the land not one of 
whose members owned a slave. This was 
only accomplished, it is true, by finally dis- 
owning from membership those whose con- 
victions of duty were not so strong as the 
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interests of gain. From Pastorius to Whit- 
tier the protest against slavery never ceased. 
It would be unfair to claim that Friends 
were the exclusive originators of any one of 
the great social and philanthropic movements 
of their time, but it would be still more unjust 
to forget that most prominent reforms have 
owed their success to the support given by 
them at times when authorities opposed or 
public opinion was indifferent to what are 
now recognized as blessings of freedom and 
justice to society at large. Take the move- 
ment for prison reform. Formerly, in Eng- 
land and her colonies, people were thrown 
into loathsome prisons on almost every con- 
ceivable charge and their condition was 
worse than any slavery. Stephen Grellet, a 
French Friend, visited Newgate and then 
hastened to Elizabeth Fry to report what he 
had found in London's chief prison. From 
this there began a movement for the im- 
provement of prisons and prison methods 
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that has resulted in the great amelioration of 
the condition and treatment of prisoners 
throughout the civilized world. 

When human life was taken by law to pay 
the penalty for a vast number of crimes, and 
brutalized mobs gathered week by week 
around scaffolds to feast their morbid gaze 
on the death struggles of their fellow-crea- 
tures, often for trifling offences, none were 
more active than Friends in inaugurating 
and pressing forward those efforts that at 
last abolished the death penalty for no less 
than one hundred and sixty offences in Eng- 
land, and a considerable though much less 
number upon this side of the Atlantic, because 
the number was never so large here, and con- 
fined its rare infliction to the gravest crimes. 

Long before a Shaftesbury had come upon 
the scene, Peter Bedford had accomplished 
much at Spitalfields in London for bettering 
the condition of the lowest classes, and had 
proven the practicability of helping them in 
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many ways which others have since carried 
forward with ever-increasing success. 

But time will not permit of further enu- 
meration. The religious views of Friends 
made humanity sacred and every man a 
brother, because Christ had died to save him 
and the Holy Spirit stood ready to restore 
the divine image to his soul. 

But I cannot leave this part of my subject 
without a reference to what Friends have ac- 
complished for themselves and their fellow- 
men in securing civil and religious liberty. 
In the early years of the Society the question 
was continually brought home to them 
whether they should obey God rather than 
man. They held their meetings contrary to 
Parliament and the orders of the Crown, they 
refused to take oaths and in many ways 
brought the heavy hand of authority upon 
them, so that the jails and prisons of England 
were filled with Quakers. But instead of 
taking up arms against the government, they 
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taught the world that there are other means 
of conquering nations that are quite as effec- 
tive, and that the valor of moral courage may- 
accomplish more than the sword. They 
showed the patriotism of endurance and suf- 
fering, until the conscience of the nation was 
aroused and Parliament was compelled to 
pass laws recognizing their liberty of con- 
science and of worship, in the inestimable 
benefits of which all English-speaking na- 
tions have shared and all the civilized world 
has in some degree partaken. It was the 
grandest victory England ever gained, and 
the cheapest because it ended in love. 

The mission of this branch of the Church 
of Christ was both general and special. In 
common with the Church at large it has a 
part in the great commission of the Master 
to "go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature." Without the per- 
formance of this duty at home and abroad 
no part of the Church can succeed, because 



ANb Its MtSStOW. it 

it is the divine command, and because the re- 
troactive influence of this service is impera- 
tively needed for healthful strength and 
g-rowth. Perhaps in this particular the So- 
ciety, after its first century, most failed in 
carrying out its mission. We must be de- 
voutly thankful that in recent years she has 
shaken herself and has risen in God-given 
might to a realization of her duty and to ac- 
tive efforts for its performance. 

The special mission of the Society has 
been to the Church rather than to the world. 
George Fox was not a reformer of any par- 
ticular church, as others have been, but he 
carried to Christians of every name the mes- 
sage of their liberty and privileges in the 
Gospel and of their close relation to the High 
Priest of their salvation. With great pro- 
priety he called his message "Primitive 
Christianity revived." This, and no other, is 
the special mission of this Church to-day. 

The question has been asked, " Has not 
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the Society of Friends fulfilled the mission 
for which it was raised up, and might not its 
members now unite with other religious bod- 
ies ? " The question implies a remarkable 
ignorance of what its distinctive mission has 
been. 

So long as the spirituality of the Gospel 
dispensation is not fully recognized by the 
Church at large, so long as the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit and His gracious work in the 
soul is held merely as a theological dogma 
and not as a practical reality, so long as the 
priesthood of believers is ignored, so long as 
there are classes and orders in the Church 
claiming peculiar privileges and special au- 
thority, so long as any sacerdotalism is rec- 
ognized and any human being presumes to 
encroach upon the prerogatives of Jesus 
Christ in administering baptism, or any indi- 
vidual claims an agency in the blessed com- 
munion, so long does the need for this or- 
ganization continue and its mission remain 
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unaccomplished. The Head of the Church 
placed a banner in its hand inscribed with 
certain great and glorious truths, and this 
banner must be borne aloft until these truths 
are universally recognized. God has never 
required that this banner should be borne 
in violent crusade against any people who 
profess the name of Jesus Christ, but the 
Christian world knows where it is, and in 
quiet patience it stands as a beacon to the 
Church and the world. Friends* history has 
been peculiar in that they have never at- 
tempted to proselyte or in any way to draw 
professing Christians away from the organi- 
zation to which they belong ; quietly but 
firmly upholding the truth that had been 
committed to them, they have always con- 
sidered it to be the prerogative of the Holy 
Spirit to lead believers to such church con- 
nections as might be best for them. Wher- 
ever quiet suffering and endurance for the 
right has brought to them a victory, they 



have never claimed any special privilege 
therefrom, and, standing in this respect al- 
most alone in the history of the world, when 
power has come to them after long oppres- 
sion it has never been used for their own 
exclusive advantage or to the injury of 
others. 

There is a peculiar interest in the mission 
of the Quaker Church in view of the marked 
feeling, widespread among Christians of 
many names in recent times, looking toward 
the union into one body of many now sepa- 
rated by denominational barriers. Upon 
what ground shall they unite ? The various 
claims of episcopacy, from those of the Bish- 
op of Rome to the simple presiding officer, 
make it impossible that any place of union 
can be found but that of the sole recognition 
of the one great Bishop of Souls ; the con- 
flicting ideas upon water baptism, from that 
of baptismal regeneration to a ceremony of 
very simple character, and those of immer- 
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sion and of sprinkling, over all which there 
have been ceaseless contentions throughout 
the ages, make it impossible for any place of 
agreement to be found except in the recog- 
nition of the one saving baptism, being that 
of Christ, who baptizes His people with the 
Holy Ghost ; the various theories regarding 
the communion, from that of transubstanti- 
ation to the observance of a simple memorial 
service, can find no plane, of harmony but in 
the recognition of the true communion being 
the spiritual partaking of the body and blood 
of Jesus Christ by faith ; the claims of priest- 
ly functions and authority, varying from the 
remission of sins to some simple authority to 
officiate in ordinances or upon " occasions," 
can never be harmonized, save as all are 
abandoned in the recognition of the high- 
priesthood of Christ and the universal priest- 
hood of believers. In view of these highly 
important considerations, may we not believe 
that this branch of the Church may have the 
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most important part of its mission yet to 
fulfil ; that, as in humility and obedience it 
is faithful to the trust committed to its 
charge, the Master will yet use it, in most 
important ways, for the accomplishment of 
His gracious purposes toward the Church 
and the world ? 

Apart from her doctrines, her history and 
her situation peculiarly fit her for the posi- 
tion referred to. She has wronged no one. 
She has never attacked any denomination. 
She has never been an accuser of her breth- 
ren. While she has sternly combated wrong, 
she has never set herself to be the judge of 
any branch of the Christian Church. In 
meekness and humility she has steadfastly 
maintained that which was committed to 
her, and has illustrated the truth, "The 
Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost." As a little Switzerland, insignifi- 
cant and harmless, peacefully abides among 
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her towering motmtains and commands the 
respect and kind consideration of the mighty 
nations of Europe, armed for each other's 
destruction, so it may be that the Society of 
Friends, one of the least of all the tribes, be- 
cause of her hafmlessness and the impreg- 
nability of her position in divine truth, may 
become, in God's providence, the gathering 
place of the mighty hosts who profess the 
name of Christ. 
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